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WINTHROP UNIVERSITY 
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MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION 
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MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS PAPERS 
 
I 
 
The Major Eleanor Roberts Papers were deposited with the Archives on August 25, 1993 and on 
October 19, 1994 by Major Eleanor Roberts. 
 
Linear feet of shelf space occupied:  3.75 
Approximate number of pieces:  1500 
 
Restrictions:  Open to researchers under the rules and regulations of the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
Literary Rights:  For information concerning literary rights please contact the Louise Pettus Archives & 
Special Collections at Winthrop University. 
 
Scope and Content:  The Major Eleanor M. Roberts Papers consist of records related to Major 
Eleanor M. Roberts who was a 1938 graduate of Winthrop and a 25 year veteran of the Women’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) and Women's Army Corps (WAC).These papers, which consist of 
correspondence, scrapbooks, photocopies, orders, and military papers, document not only her career but 
also her and her family’s participation in World War II including brothers, Harold O. Roberts, James 
William Roberts, Herbert N. Roberts, sister, Lily Roberts Allen, and brother-in-law, Robert D. Allen. 
There is also information on World War I, Italy, Winthrop College and York, South Carolina. 
 
Disposition of Items:  
 
The Poems of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 1823-1866     Vol.1 c.1909 
The Poems of Alfred, Lord Tennyson Vol.1 1830-1856 c.1906 
Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Rudolf Wyss 
Scarlet Sister Mary by Julia Peterkin c.1928 
Roll, Jordan, Roll by Julia Peterkin c.1933 
Workhouse of the Western Front: the Story of the 30
th
 Infantry Division General Marshall’s Victory 
Report on the Winning of WWII in Europe & Pacific Combat Divisions of WWII 
New Series Handbook 
Combat European Theater 
Combat Pacific Theater 
Time Capsule 1942 
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I 
 
MAJOR ELEANOR M. ROBERTS PAPERS (cont.) 
 
 
Disposition of Items:  (cont.) 
 
The Army Baker 1942 
The Army Cook 1942 
They Called it Purple Heart Valley by Margaret Bourke-White  
Up Front by Bill Maulden 
This is Your Way by Ernie Pyle 
Okinawa: Touch Stone to Victory Pilot Bails Out by Don Blanding 
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II 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
 
MAJOR ELEANOR M. ROBERTS 
 
1916-  Born in York, South Carolina 
1934-  Graduated from York High School 
1934-  Enrolled at Winthrop College 
1938-  Graduated from Winthrop College with a B.A. in English 
1938-  1942- taught English in Saluda and York countries 
1942-  Enlisted in army 
1942-1943- Basic training, Administrative School and O.C.S. training at Fort Des Moines, Iowa 
1943-  Graduated as a member of the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp 
1943- Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp becomes part of the Army as Women’s Army Corp 
1945-  Promoted to 1
st 
Lieutenant 
1948-  Promoted to Captain 
1954-   Promoted to Major 
1965-   Survived Good Friday Earthquake while stationed in Alaska 
1967-   Retired from the Army. 
2000-  Died in Washington, DC 
 
Women’s Army Corps 
 
Enlisted: Fort Jackson, SC in August 1942 
 
 Place      Dates Served There 
Fort Des Moines, Iowa    October 1942-April 1943 
Fort Oglethorpe, GA     May 1, 1943-August 3, 1943 
Dallas, TX      August 5, 1943-March 20, 1944 
En route Overseas     April 1, 1944-May 31, 1944 
Africa and Italy     June 13, 1944-January 15, 1946 
Bad Schwalbach, Germany    January 21, 1946-December 17, 1946 
New Orleans, LA     January 16, 1947-March 1950 
Ft. McClellan, Alabama    March 1950-August 1952 
Fort Lee      September 1952-December 1953 
Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot   January 1954-June 1954 
Okinawa      July 1954-March 1956 
Advanced QM school, Ft. Lee   April 1956-May 1957 
Chicago, IL      June 1957-June 1960 
Ft. Meade, Maryland     June 1960-September 1963 
Ft. Richardson, Alaska    November 1963-September 1963 
Military District of Washington, DC   September 1965-December 1966 
Retired      January 1, 1967 
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II 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION (cont.) 
 
 
MAJOR ELEANOR M. ROBERTS 
 
 
 
Obituary 
Arlington National Cemetery  
Eleanor M. Roberts  
Major, United States Army 
 
Eleanor M. Roberts, a retired Army Major, died on Monday, January 24, 2000. 
 
Major Roberts, a resident of Washington, DC since the mid-60s, was born in York, South Carolina, on October 
29, 1916 and was a 1938 graduate of Winthrop College. 
 
In August 1942, she was among the first to volunteer for service in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps 
(WAAC), was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in April 1943, and later received a Regular Army commission 
in the Women’s Army Corps (WAC). She served in North Africa and Italy during World War II and until her 
retirement in 1966, was stationed in several continental United States posts in addition to overseas assignments 
in Germany, Okinawa and Alaska. 
 
She is survived by her brother, Herbert N. Roberts; niece, Rev. Kokai (Lani) Roberts; nephew, Randall A. 
Roberts, Lt Col, USAF (Ret.); grand-nephew, Torin Randall Roberts; and a host of friends. 
 
A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. on February 11. Family and friends should meet at the 
Administration Building of the Arlington National Cemetery no later than 10:30 a.m. In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations be made to the Women in Military Service Memorial, Dept. 560, Washington, DC 
20042-0560.  
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
1 1 ROBERT D. ALLEN PAPERS      1918-1919 
Individual pay record and dog tag for Robert D. Allen from WWI. 
Robert D. Allen was husband of Lily Roberts Allen and brother-in-law 
of Major Eleanor Roberts 
 
1 2-3 HAROLD O. ROBERTS PAPERS      1941-1945 
Training Certificates and volume entitled Thunderbolt Battalion 1941-
1945, belonging to Harold O. Roberts, brother of Major Eleanor 
Roberts. 
 
1 4-5 HERBERT N. ROBERTS PAPER      1941, 1944- 
30
th
 Infantry Division, Special Troops, 30
th
 Signal Company, 1945, 
1947 30
th
 Infantry Division Reunion. These books belonged to Herbert 
N. Roberts, brother of Major Eleanor Roberts. 
 
2 6 JAMES WILLIAM ROBERTS PAPERS     1942-1945 
Pictorial Review of 435
th 
A.A.A.A.W.B.N. with newsletter, and letter 
identifying the book from Major Eleanor Roberts. 
 
2 7-8 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS PAPERS     1979-1980 
Correspondence from Harry R.E. Hampton to Major Roberts, some 
with enclosures arranged chronologically. Random Rhymes by Harry 
R.E. Hampton, autographed with inscription (c.1979). 
 
2 9 PHOTOGRAPH        1943 
Lily Roberts Allen’s basic training class 16th Co. 6 Reg. WAC, 
Daytona Beach, Florida. 
 
   1 Bd. Vol. LILY ROBERTS ALLEN SCRAPBOOK     1942-1945 
Photographs, pins, badges, orders newspaper clippings, pay records, 
relating to Lily Roberts Allen’s military service in World War II. 
 
3 10-12 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS PAPERS     1934-1990 
Teaching tools, newspaper clippings, college papers, B.A. and other 
materials related to her years at Winthrop 
 
3 13 HAZEL ROBERTS SCRAPBOOK      1930-1974 
Photographs, programs, B.A. belonging to Hazel Roberts, sister of 
Major Eleanor Roberts. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
4 14 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM   1935-1938 
Photographs of her years at Winthrop. 
 
   1 Bd. Vol. HAROLD O. ROBERTS       1941-1945 
Photographs of Major Eleanor Roberts brother Harold O. Roberts’ 
military service in World War II. 
 
5  1 Bd. Vol. MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS SCRAPBOOK    1930-1938 
Programs, cards, newspaper articles, and other items relating to her 
years at Winthrop. 
 
   1 Plaque HAZEL ROBERTS        1974 
Retirement plaque from her students at York High School.  Hazel 
Roberts was the sister of Major Eleanor Roberts. 
 
6 15-19 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS LETTERS     1942-1945 
Letters written by Major Eleanor Roberts to family members during 
her tour of duty in WWII.  The letters span from 1942-1945 primarily 
while stationed in Caserta and Gorizia, Italy July 1944-December 
1945.  Most of the letters were written to her sister Ella Lily Allen, 
also a member of the women’s Army Corp.  Lily Allen served from 
1943-1945 and was stationed at Camp Kilmer, NJ and Luke Field, AZ.  
A few letters were written by family members to Major Roberts.  The 
letters contain military experiences during WWII, personal 
experiences, family news and comments on world events, all of which 
is in chronological order. 
 
7 20 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS LETTERS     1946-1967 
Contains Major Roberts’ letters to and from family members 
throughout the rest of her military career, in chronological order from 
1946-1967.  The letters contain military experiences, personal 
experiences, family news and comments on world events. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
7 21-24 ROBERTS FAMILY MILITARY HISTORY    1932-1967 
Contains sister Hazel Roberts’ teaching certificates, brother James W. 
Roberts’ Army Qualification Record, and brother Harold O. Roberts 
Identification Card.  Also included is the Roberts’ family military 
resumes.  The resumes include the dates of enlistment and retirement, 
as well as the various places Major Eleanor Roberts, Herbert Roberts, 
Ella Lily Allen and Barbara Gallison Roberts were stationed and 
photocopied pictures of each. 
 
7 25, 26 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS CERTIFICATES    1943-1965 
Contains Major Roberts military records, identification cards, 
immunization forms and Physical exam records dating from 1943-
1963.  Also, included are Major Roberts’ military certificates of 
achievements and advancements organized in chronological order. 
 
8 27-29 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS MEMOIRS    1942-1967 
Contains poems and short stories collected by Major Roberts.  Most 
have military themes with comical overtones.  Also, included are 
journal entries and Major Roberts military career remembrances in 
chronological order, which appear to be prepared for possible 
publication.  Also, within is an article written by Major Roberts in the 
April 1971 issue of the Women’s Army Journal entitled “Queens of 
Battle.” 
 
8 30 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS ACCOUNTS    1944-1965 
Contains Major Roberts account information such as, pay stubs, 
receipts, bank statements, and tax documents in chronological order. 
 
9 31-33 ARMY MANUALS AND WAC. HISTORY    1942-1965 
Contains the history of the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp and the 
Women’s Army Corp, as well as fact sheets and manuals pertaining to 
WAC and it’s predecessor WAAC, spanning from 1942-1965.  
General Army and Operating Manuals dating from 1943-1956 are 
included as well.  Also, contains two Army, Navy, Air Force Journals 
dating October 1, 1949 and June 6, 1953, an Off Duty Military 
magazine (September 1982), and an USAA Travel Log (Spring 1995).  
Each contains articles pertaining to the armed forces.  Included as well 
is an army issued passport billfold given to Major Roberts while 
stationed in Okinawa.  All items are in chronological order. 
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III 
 
DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
 
10 34 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS BOOKS     1937-1967 
Contains a magazine entitled A Collector’s Copy “Old Soldiers Never 
Die…”:  A Photo History of General MacArthur (1967), a book 
entitled The Phlegraean Fields:  From Virgil’s Tomb to the Grotto of 
the Cumaen Sibyl (1937), a book entitled Time Capsule/1944:  A 
History of the Year Condensed From the Pages of Time (1967), and 
Major Roberts personal Army issued New Testament Bible. 
 
11-13 35-52 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS PAPERS     1942-1965 
Contains class notes from Major Roberts’ WAAC basic training and 
administrative school classes.  Also, included is Major Roberts’ 
official correspondence from 1942-1965.  All correspondence includes 
orders, extracts, and other documents listed chronologically and 
organized by where Major Roberts was stationed. 
 
13 53, 54 MAJOR ROBERTS NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS    1942-1998 
Contains newspaper clippings pertaining to Major Roberts and her 
military career, WAC in general, and articles concerning the Roberts 
family (circa. 1942-1965).  Most articles are taken from The Yorkville 
Enquirer- York, SC and The Herald- Rock Hill, SC spanning 
chronologically from 1942-1987.  Also, included are clippings relating 
world events, such as President Roosevelt’s death and WWII, among 
others.  Organized chronologically. 
 
14 55 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS PHOTOS     1942-1967 
Contains miscellaneous photographs of Major Roberts’ vacations and 
military career.  Included are two bound photo albums depicting Major 
Roberts military career organized in near chronological order and 
many of the photographs have handwritten inscriptions by Eleanor 
Roberts. 
 
15 56, 57 MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS MEMORABILIA     1942-1963 
Contains personal memorabilia collected by Major Roberts during her 
military career, including many postcards, maps, brochures, and 
restaurant menus.  The bulk of the memorabilia was collected while 
Major Roberts was stationed at Fort Richardson, Alaska (November 
1963-September 1965) with copies of the 1938-1967 scrapbook. 
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DESCRIPTION OF SERIES (cont.) 
 
Box(es)  Folder(s) Series         Year(s) 
 
   1 Bd. Vol. MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS SCRAPBOOK    1944-1954 
Scrapbook compiled by Major Roberts containing mainly postcards, 
but also includes a few photos. 
 
   1 Bd. Vol. MAJOR ELEANOR ROBERTS SCRAPBOOK    1938-1967 
Compiled by Major Roberts containing Open Mess membership cards, 
personal holiday and greeting cards, graduation programs, brochures, 
and a few newspaper clippings involving the Roberts family. 
 
